MassCOSH’s Jean Carmel St. Juste said:

 “I am not here as an expert on taxi cab rates.  I am here to speak about the substantial safety concerns that taxi cab drivers experience each day they go on the job.  Both because of the inherent dangers on the job, and the additional risks that come from working long hours – I strongly support any effort that can make it possible for taxi drivers to earn just, decent wages and end long, unsafe shifts.  
Between 1991 – 2007, 13 taxi drivers in Masachusetts, including chauffeurs, were killed on the job.  Nationally, taxi and livery drivers were 60 times more likely than other workers to be victims of work-related homicide, according to the Mass. Department of Public Health.  
Aside from risk of violence, taxi drivers are at great risk of injury and death due to car crashes, in particular when they work long shifts.  A study conducted in New York found that when rates were higher, auto accidents were lower.  That shouldn’t be surprising: when rates were high enough to provide a decent living, taxi drivers were no longer forced to work long shifts, reducing the risk of auto accidents. 
The poor wages, injuries, and deaths among taxi drivers disproportionately impact immigrants – working hard to make a decent living for their families.  Taxi drivers deserve better treatment in the city of Boston and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.”
