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HULL VICTIM SPEAKS - 
Lawmakers urged to ban floor-finishing products
	


By EDWARD B. COLBY
The Patriot Ledger
BOSTON - Two and a half years after a fire sparked by a sealing agent destroyed his Hull home and killed contractor Tinh Huynh, Daniel Simon urged State House lawmakers Wednesday to ban the use of the most flammable floor-finishing products.

‘‘We were devastated that Tinh lost his life,’’ Simon told the Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security. ‘‘We want to make sure this doesn’t happen to anyone else.’’

Floor-finishing industry and labor representatives and safety experts also testified in support of House Bill 2407, which would prohibit the use and sale of floor-finishing products that can ignite at temperatures of less than 100 degrees.

The consensus was ‘‘pretty much unanimous that this is a really serious situation that we’ve let simmer for far too long, and as a result we’ve had deaths and fires and injuries, and there’s no need for it,’’ said Marcy Goldstein-Gelb, executive director of the Massachusetts Coalition for Occupational Safety and Health.

Besides the Hull fire, a similar 2004 Somerville fire killed two floor sanders, while at least six major fires in Eastern Massachusetts have been caused by floor-finishing products over the past three years, according to the Massachusetts Coalition for Occupational Safety and Health.

New England Hardwood Floor Supply owner Michael Le, a major supplier of floor-finishing chemicals to Vietnamese contractors, called the three deaths a ‘‘wake-up call.’’

‘‘I suddenly realized that my customers - and their customers - were being exposed to safety hazards,’’ Le said.

The finishing products, known as lacquer sealers, have very low flash points, meaning that even a light switch can trigger a fire, Goldstein-Gelb said.

