
The 80 workers killed in Massachusetts while on the job in 2007 will be commemorated today on the Statehouse steps. 
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Mass. workplace deaths highest total since 2003

Eighty on-the-job fatalities in the Bay State in 2007

The last 10 years

There were 81 workplace deaths in 2003, 10 of them fishermen. Aside from 2001, when 65 were killed on 9/11 flights, that is the highest total this decade. 

BOSTON. Eighty Massachusetts workers died on the job last year, the highest total since 2003, according to a report released yesterday during the 20th observance of Workers Memorial Day.

In addition, roughly 800 other workers passed away from work-related diseases such as cancer and heart disease, said The Massachusetts Coalition for Occupational Safety and Health (MassCOSH) report, which pleads for greater safety standards in the Commonwealth.

“In this day and age, we should know what we have to do to keep workers safe,” said MassCOSH executive director and co-author of the report, Marcy Goldstein-Gelb, who called the results “extremely disturbing.”

Transportation related accidents accounted for 20 of the deaths, falls resulted in 19 and six workers suffered fatal heart attacks. 

One of those victims was finishing his second straight 24-hour shift as a paramedic.

Immigrant workers accounted for 20 percent of the deaths, higher than their representation in the work force. 

Many are hired for daily work. They hop in the back of a contractor’s truck and are whisked away to perform jobs they know little about until they arrive, Goldstein-Gelb said.

A proposed bill would force temp agencies and contractors to inform such laborers of their duties before a job begins.

According to the report, many employers choose to pay a fine to the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) rather than pay to comply with standards. 

Goldstein-Gelb said these employers see fines as a cost of business, leaving OSHA with a 121-year-old backlog to inspect every workplace under its jurisdiction. 
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