To the Editor:

Since last year – as your poignant story about Brandy Waryasz reminds me – people have been murdered while for working for Hess Gas in South Boston, Mutual Gas in Brockton, 7-Eleven in Lynn, CVS in Boston, and now Sunoco in Western Mass (“Pregnant Deerfield woman found slain at gas station,” April 19). 

This sad story comes as no surprise to me because my research indicates that workplace safety is not a priority for large corporations. Nor would it surprise the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, whose most recent data shows that homicide is the third leading cause of workplace deaths in Massachusetts. 

That “Waryasz was apparently working alone when she was killed” was as predictable as it was preventable. After all, profits are more important than safety when it comes to low-wage workers, and such things as surveillance cameras, safety training, and appropriate staffing measures cost money.

Sincerely,

Marcy Goldstein-Gelb 

Executive Director

Notes:

Nathan Graham, 22, 10/7/04 Hess Gas Station 

Loay Maksoud, 31, 2/1/05 Mutual Gas

Diallo Habibou, 26, 2/12/04, 7-Eleven

Cristian Giambrone, 18, 2/16/04, CVS

Adul Khan, 55, 5/09/04, Chestnut Park Dairy Store

Valtair Silva, 35, 5/21/04, Ciao Bella Restaurant

